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GET A HEAD START THIS SEASON 
WITH MULTIMIN®

A combination trace element injection containing copper, zinc, selenium, 
and manganese - which works by supporting the immune system - has 
been having a big impact for our farmers. 

Whilst not a substitution for good 
colostrum management, injecting 
calves at birth has been shown to 
halve the incidence of disease and 
death rates. This is a huge gain. 

When it comes to rearing beautiful 
thriving calves, Raewyn Weenink 
certainly knows what she is doing! 
She discusses below her experience 
with MULTIMIN® Injection.

“I had four Autumn-born calves 
diagnosed with viral born 
pneumonia. After a course of 
antibiotics, they had recovered but 
it had shaken them up and they 
were looking very poorly. After 
contacting MVS it was suggested to 
me to try Multimin® Injection. 

Within a week of giving them a 
shot they were looking like nothing 
had ever been the matter with 
them. They were shiny in the coat 
and looking great. After seeing this 
response, I then treated my Spring-
born calves and noticed the same 
thing within a week. Their coats 
were glossy and black, and they 
were thriving. I’m really happy with 
the results in both groups treated.

I would definitely use this again. It’s 
just like having another tool in your 
toolbox”. Raewyn Weenink

Getting calves off to a great start 
makes a huge difference and at 
less than $1 per calf, this is an 
investment worth making. 

MORE 
MILK!

• 8.22kg MS/cow/lactation

• Heifer conception 12.9 
days earlier

• Better conception rates 
to first calving 

Eprinex® is the only product 
with published independent, 
peer-reviewed data to support 
an economic response from 
treatment of adult dairy cows.

WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Free Ready to Mate 

Consultations

• Spring calving

• Scanning autumn calvers

• Continue to watch out for 
Nitrate
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

     June 2020 32Kg DM/day 144mm 11°C 2361Kg DM –

     June 2019 48Kg DM/day 73mm 10°C 2537Kg DM –

 GREG JARRATT

SUB-CLINICAL KETOSIS (SCK) AND  
SICK COWS
SCK is a metabolic disease that cows are at very high risk of developing 
through the three weeks prior to calving and the three weeks following – 
also known as the transition period. 

It occurs when there is excessive 
elevation in Ketones in the blood 
which are the by-product of rapid 
fat breakdown. 

Usually blood levels of the ketone 
BOH (Beta-hydroxybuturate) 
in healthy cows is less than 1.4 
mmol/L. Levels over this without 
obvious signs of illness represent 
SCK and are associated with a 
3-8 times increase in displaced 
abomasum, 3 times increase in 
metritis, increased risk of mastitis, 
1.5 times increase in failure to cycle 
and up to 5% reduction in seasonal 
milk production!

 

For this reason, we recommend 
checking ten cows (or heifers) 
approximately 10-14 days into 
their lactation to measure BOH and 
assess the level of fat mobilisation. 
The check is performed using a 
cow-side ketone meter and results 
are available instantly.

The good news is, there are several 
options on hand that are available 
for farmers to limit the extent 
of this condition that often goes 
unnoticed but ultimately costs you 
plenty. 

Call the clinic if you wish to 
perform this Metabolic Check on 
your herd.

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS
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MAKE CALF 
DISBUDDING 
PAINLESS!
As of 01/10/19, new Animal 
Welfare regulations came into 
effect requiring all animals 
being disbudded to have an 
appropriately placed and 
effective local anaesthetic 
block. 

The options:
1 Use a service where 

all calves receive local 
anaesthetic by trained 
technicians, such as our 
MVS Vet Techs.

2 Have an annual assessment 
on farm to allow you to place 
local anaesthetic and disbud 
your own calves by yourself. 

Disbudding is a painful 
procedure which can impact 
welfare and growth rates if 
preventative measures are not 
taken. Local anaesthetic only 
lasts for a couple of hours, but 
adding Metacam, an anti-
inflammatory, will increase 
efficacy for 24 hours+.

Call the clinic to discuss the 
best option for your farm.  

THE COMBO OF SEDATION/
LOCAL ANAESTHETIC/

ANTI-INFLAMMATORY HAS 
BEEN FOUND TO PROVIDE 

THE BEST BENEFIT FOR 
IMPROVED GROWTH RATES 

AND ANIMAL WELFARE. 

A simple Metabolic Check during milking could save you coin


